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How to Use this Textbook

Who and what is this textbook for?
This textbook is a set of practical listening comprehension texts for intermediate-level students
of Japanese who wish to follow the broadcast news in Japanese. It teaches students how to pick
out the main points of news stories through exercises that clarify their organization and
terminology. By completing the Study Tasks in each Section, students become familiar with the
structure and content of news stories.

Organization of this textbook
1. Main Textbook (Study Tasks, news-scripts and answers to problems)
2. Vocabulary Manual (Key News Terminology, key vocabulary for each Section and Japanese
kana-based index)
3. CD (news items, questions from Study Task 2. Getting the main points)

» [ Main Textbok |
Study Tasks
A total of 40 economic, political and general news stories are arranged in order of difficulty from
basic texts up. Each news item is accompanied by 1-5 Study Tasks. Through their completion,

the student is better able to understand the organization and content of the stories. The Study _' ]

Tasks cover the following.

1. Overall comprehension
Students practice picking out keywords when listening to news items.

2. Gettingthe mainpoints = . = . . |

Students learn to answer the questions “what happened, and bnw"r" wlnle lmemn\g o the sl.ory

“lead.” While listening to the CD, they pick the right answer from three options.

3. Understanding in detail
Students practice understanding the news in detail as they follow the rest of the story after the
introductory paragraph.

4. Ensuring understanding
Students read the news-scripts and ensure they understand the content, while checking words
against the Vocabulary Manual,

5. Getting pronunciation right
This is an exercise in “shadowing™ (listening and immediately repeating) the news following
on from the CD. To understand the news as it is broadcast, it is important to master the sound




of the words. In this exercise, students repeat words until they can say them at natural
broadcast speed.

News-scripts and answers to problems
News-scripts and answers to problems are provided in the pages after the Study Tasks.

» | Vocabulary Manual |
+ News stories are characterized by set phrases. Because they occur repeatedly, it is not
particularly difficult to memorize and master them. In the Main Textbook, these expressions
are grouped together as “Key News Terminology.™

* Key vocabulary is provided for each Section. Students refer to this when completing Study
Task 4. Ensuring understanding,

»[cp]
The CD contains news items and questions relating to Study Task 2. Getting the main points.
To build up listening comprehension, it is not enough to just look at the words. Some expressions
Mwmbmﬁwﬂbyhﬁumbn“mﬂnm&mmmﬂmhymm

Organization of news stories and what to listen out for
(1) Introductory Statement (the “lead™)
® Damledﬂxpm
(@) Other Material (story quotes and additional comment)

Listening in the right way means getting the whole story from the “lead” onward. The questions
“what happened, and how?" tell the main points of the story.

In the Detailed Explanation, following the “lead,” background factors, causes and reasons are
given, along with a more fleshed-out account of the news event. In other words, the Detailed
Explanation reprises and expands on the “lead.” Even if the students does not catch the “lead,”
the main points become clear on patiently listening to the rest of the story.

Other Material

In most cases, Other Material refers to additional comment or information, and opinion on future
developments and analysis from those involved in the story and experts. It is important that this
supplementary material does not seem to conflict with the main points of the story.

Using this book effectively
+ It is important to study daily from Section 1, continuously, in the given order.
« Taking account of the number of students and their level, we assume classroom study time of
45 minutes for one Section (one news item).

_.a_




1. Students check they have mastered Key News Terminology as necessary.

2. Students listen to the news stories without looking at the vocabulary list. Later, they
complete the Study Task 1. Overall comprehension.

3. Students listen to the item one more time and complete Study Tasks 2. Getting the main
points and 3. Understanding in detail.

4. They add a headline to the news story.

S. Students complete Study Tasks 4. Ensuring understanding and 5. Getting pronunciation
right.

In class, students master the expressions and carry out listening ability development exercises,
:nabling them to discuss the news and express their own opinions, while making comparisons
with their own country.

Other
To help students who have difficulties with kanji, furigana transcriptions are always provided.
This is also useful for confirming vocabulary that was not fully understood.
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